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he suddenly stopped and gazed at a star which had never
before seemed to him so brilliant. 'See,' he exclaimed, 'either
the soul of that most gentle lady hath been transformed into
that new star, or else hath it been joined together there-
upon/"33 Then followed in December 1476 the murder
of the Duke of Milan, Galeazzo Sforza, which upset the
balance of power in Italy, and changing all political relations
involved Lorenzo in serious anxieties. And soon afterwards
came the terrible Pazzi Conspiracy, and the bright, handsome
Giuliano, Lorenzo's constant companion in work and play,
and on whose sound sense he had grown greatly to rely, was
foully murdered, and Lorenzo himself plunged into a serious
war and many troubles.

The celebrated conspiracy which had these results origi-
nated at Rome with Pope Sixtus IV and his nephews of the
Riario family. They gained as their accomplices the Pazzi,
at this time the leading family amongst the nobles in Florence,
and the conspiracy has taken its name from them, though
they were not the chief authors of the plot.

Sixtus IV, the first of three Popes who in this age attained
an evil pre-eminence, was a fisherman by birth and took the
name of the Delia Rovere family. His sister married a Riario.
Of him it has been said that he "was the first Pope who for
the sake of founding a family, sacrificed every interest of
the Church, and waded deep in crime and bloodshed for this
purpose." The chief political feature of his pontificate is a
constant struggle to rob all, right and left, of their posses-
sions to enrich his rapacious nephews. He made himself hated
in Rome, above all, for his cruel treatment of the Colonna
family, whom he pursued with relentless ferocity, and of all
his crimes his atrocious murder of the head of that family,
the Protonotary Lorenzo Colonna, in order to wring from
them the surrender of their estates, has made his name for
ever odious.34

Sixtus IV, urged on by Girolamo Riario, the most evil of